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To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. | night (as above mentioned.) According to 
Sir,—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John | this, the first day of the week did not begin 
differ materially when speaking of Christ’s | till sun rising, although the first day night, 
resurrection, I would ask you, Sir, how| which preceded it, began at the sun setting 
you can reconcile these contradictory pas-| next preceding. 
sages with revelation and inspiration. The foundation is now laid to see wheth 
‘Matthew says—In the end of the Sabbath, | er there be or be not that material differ- 
as it began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and | ence between the four Evangelists, which is 
the other Mary came tothe sepulchre, and; pretended by him, who requests this expla- 
that an angel had descended from heaven, | nation. 
and rolled back the stone from the door of Matthew says, In the end of the sab- i, 
the sepulchre and sa¢ upon it. bath, as it began to dawn towards the first Yat 
Mark says—Very early in the morning, | day of the week. If it began to dawn to- Bei | 
the first day of the week, the two Marys| wards the first day ; it is evident that the fe i 
came to the sepulchre at the rising of the| first day night had nearly past since the ¥ 
sun, and entered into the sepulchre and saw | sabbath was ended, because the sabbath 
ayoung man sitting onthe right side of | ended the sun set before. If our querist is 
the sepulchre. stumbled with this expression, ¥ in the end 
Luke says—That the two Marys came|of the sabbath,” Matthew immediately ex- 
to the sepulchre early in the morning the | plains himself by saying, “as it began to 
first day of the week, and behold ¢wo men | dawn towards the first day of the week.” — 
stood by them in shining garments. The first day night had intervened between 
John says—That Mary Magdalene came!the end of the sabbath and the time of 
tothe sepulchre on the first day of the| which he here speaks ; so that according 
week while it was dark; and stooped down |to Matthew jt was between the dawn of 
andlooked in and saw two angels sitting| day and the rising of the sun, on the first 



























































7 one at the head and the other at the fect! day of the week, that the women went to hi 
where the body of Jesus had lain. the sepulchre. The expression, “ in the may | 
An explanation would be thankfully re-| end of the sabbath,” as it is in our trans- is 
ceived. lation, is not strictly correct: after the end 
RUSHFORD. | of the sabbath, is more agreeable to the ori- et 
ANSWER TO THE ABOVE. ginal, and certainly is theonly form of ex- OH] 


pression, which can comport with what 
follows, viz. as it began to dawn, &c.— 
Thus Matthew is clear, that the women 
went to the sepulchre after the dawn while 
the sun was rising on the first day of the 
week. 


I confess, after a careful examination of 
the four Evangelists, (on the above subject) 
that I cannot see a material difference ,— 
their phraseology differs and each of the 
wiiters takes his own way of express- 
ing the same subject ; and if we may judge 
any thing in this cdse, or argue the subject; Mark says, and when the sabbath was 
on the principles of the beginning and end-| past, very early in the morning the 


ing of the day among the Jews, there ap-| first day of the week; they (i. e. the Marys) 
pears to me no cause of stumbling. came to the sepulchre at the rising of the 


Among the Jews, the night belonging to!sun. If the sun had risen, it could not be 
the day, preceded the day. The nigit| Very early in the morning but if, (as is the 
was reckoned from the setting to the rising Common expression,) the sun was about to 
of the sun. The day was reckoned from rise, or was about rising; then Matthew 
the rising to the setting of the sun. A day,, and Mark agree. Besides, they, no doubt 
strictly speaking, comprehended all the | started for the sepulchre, after the break of 
time from sun setting till sun setting, viz. ' day, and arrived towards sunrising. There 
twenty-four hours ; but for distinction, the | is a perfect coincidence, then, between these 
twenty-four hours are divided mto day and! two Evangelists. 
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L.xe says, Now open the first day’ «i, Phas we see a great difference in thei 
the week, very eae We the mor v.ng Ua relaiious, yet ho Contradiction —Eprror 








doubters”. ‘as Between dey anu “AC ic ap: | ’ 
pearenre uf the on 5 it was while th e sun! kaplan — on John x. 9, and xi. 25. and 


Was Poi, BOL Ulery srs iias Evanvet- Rew. xxi d, recuceicd by Mica 
ist, then, agrees wth Siatiew and Market Joonx 9 “ai aim the door. by me if ony 
J WN “Yd, a Te Guy of ihe ,eek . Mati cister if. he shiath hye saved, and shail 


Cometh Laacy Mauvante YE ¢ ariVv, “ .; if Was | ZO in abd outand tina pa ture. 
7 - ' — 

yor darn, de, Darkness romouis im acon-,  Uur Sastour ted said that these, who ep. 

stacrabie degree ater the dawn oi day, and; tered ott. by the Coor but chimed up 


ome 
as darkness and night are ts parable 3) olier way we ves aed vobbers. He 
and as night continues tii! fie son rises ;—- {| HEC sala thai al sat ever came before him 


and as Mary’s coming was between the were thieves and robbers ; but. the sheep 

E - . : : fas . t 
dawn of dav cad the appearance of the did not hear thea The adds, {0 ain ihe 
sun; so itfollows that it was yet dark, in} Gour: by me ii any man enter in, he 5,4] 
some degree. Hence, oniess we ace dis-} be savec, wid shall go in and out and find 


posed to cavil at expressicn, it will appear | pastor we will jive inquire, 
that these four Evangelists ace agreed, pore | J. In what sense Chiist is the door, 
Secu, astothe time in which the women iL, Wheits the salvation of those thar 


visited the sep hag enter in vy this Door. 
The next this 


ent arcoui.ts vi ¢ 


sto reconcile the ciffer- 


W4. “dbs privileges, which such enjoy ; 
if wes seen at the s p: il- 


r 
af uicy shall opin unde af ind {i a pasture, 


| 
| 


chr 4. in what sense Christ is the door. 
Mathew says that the angel, who rolled A dvor is that, by winch we enter into 
back f! sionv, sat uUnDoOD it. bo house ov go oul 3 and i Suppe sesu pil 
s chatcre women entered into! vilege, by which a person ‘s received from 
the ve you g man sitting | she orm ane cold from ebread te the cm. 
On ihe yioh tsi le Gi price, jorts of a cbelee ituin ; and the door is 
Tale sa it tivo men sieud by thew | the way. by cate: ug wuich, the storm and 
in sitiming gnsece cov aeavoide ,ona the comforts of the 
Join says. the women stooped down ond, woe emboyed. *. Christ, by a figure. is 
lenked in and saw two anne itt j cauils a Cour, or the aoor, by way of em- 
at ibe head and the ciher at the (oot where! plas: . becunse, by him, we are sheltered 
the body of Jesus had fain. Dives thue cv of sim aud its) Dsequences 


| 
Tfiwere asked the question wherberpby nature. ane aioe admitted toe state of 
here were acontracdiction 5 T should answer p security a ud peace th gash him hy grace. 
ip the negative. limy reasous were usked | Ade isthe ioe: cate ine kingdom of grace 
: 





for so doing, Lshould answer, that Matthew | bere, ond tec tee binedom ef etory. bere- 
does pot contradict Niark, nor Mark, abter Phioueh b we hav arcessbyore 
contradict Like or Johns in short nojspiii, tothe fa or By lim we lupe for 
one of these Evangelists contradicts an-| ali press: fit 3 { both fo; our- 
other. selves i: ine Mua ff v. Ey him*we 
Alt these appearances, no dodbt, were | come witu an Wooble hb. Aness to the throne 
reei ord the women mentioned them; and | of grace, that wo oniv obtain merev and 
eC le Evangelists writes te cecount! find grace to bel» ip dime of need.” : 
not Waa. woelte the wheie, but! UW. What i che saivation of those, who 
togivea true account in wha ey did/ente: &. ths door 
Writs | It is present saleation, consisting ina 
fierce f mtbem 2']l, we have the ac-ijsense of forgiveness ond of the divine favor 
coun! uy 6 whole. J and | ove, accom anied with peace and joy. 
"~ne whole of tne & yo welicr! writing a oo isa salvation: of the _— nt state, 
reconcile. on "he sve pripe iple e. Vhev do) whena person is Lionght out of darkness 


’ 
*t 


not cor‘ raciet cach cther, wet each of iets i? ro marvellous light; when he beer mes a 
rehearses to. rif? and actions of Dinas ¢ Christ | true peniteni, and can sev ef himsei:,‘ brist 
not wiha viet os municnting the loved me, and gave himself for me. Sach 
whole, (for in tha. .asc tne world iiself, a person is saved. saved from his sls vish 
could not contai> the ae o t should be! fear of God 5 ‘vom his fearful apyrehen- 


written) but to give a gcucrol cad true ac- os cus 3 from the prevalence of sin3 (vom 
count in then sabiieh, 20 i as they have his former ungovernatle appetites and de- ° 
written upos it. | sires, and has a relish for, and deligut 
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Sonne inthe word, and ave made precious 








she truths of the gospel and the things of 
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salvation, ) was prior in the order of nature 


God generally 3 all are wocthy of being de- | to the gift of Christ. Hence Christ never 


nominated saivation. This is aot a sal 


. procured the love of God to man. He is 


tion from natural evils, such as wat, jesti | nut vur Saviour in this sense. 


lence, pain, &c. but it is a salvation PT ee | 


Carist was qualified, authorised and sent 


moral kind, and is a freedum of the said in | lato vie world by God to reveal and prove 
the liberty of the gospel and its eojoymenis, | tu the world the love of the Father atid his 


cf 


which gives a sense to the person (‘iat 
saved. It isa saivation by grace, aiid is 
communicated from God through Christ, 
the door of rope. 

It isa salvation, which is an earnest of 
juture bliss, or of the heavenly inheritance. 
“ God is the Saviour of aii men,” but there 
is something, * specially,’ im the case, 
which | have illustrated 3 “ specially of 
them that believe.” Al! men are s.ived ip 
the divine intention and purpose 3 thi. is 
common toall men. ‘Phey are thea called 
to the knowledge and belief of this 5 and 
when they know it and believe it, then, spe- 
cially ave they saved. 

If. We inquire into the privileges, which 
such, as believe, enjoy ; they shail go in 
and out and find pasture. 

As itis the mind, which is made happy 
in the salvation here described 3 it wili fol- 
low, that the pasture liere means that range 
of truths, promises and blessings, which ad- 
mi: ster food tothe mind. These are 


tous by tue comtorter, whom Christ prom- 
ise fo send. ‘Thus the sueep, i. e. believ- 
ers ave ie! into the green pastures of under- 
standing ot knowledye, and beside the 
still wacesof poweand saivation. This 
will be the case when ty y go in, and when 
they come cut. Thus Doct. Watis— 

O may these thoughts possess my breast, 
Where’er I rove, where’er I rest, 

Nor let my weaker passions dare ; 
Consent to sin, for God is there. 


REMARKS. 


Though Christ be the door into the 
church militant and church triumphant ;-— 
and although, by him, ifany man enter in 
he shall be saved ; and although Christ is 
truly and properly called the Saviour of 
men; yet itis impgstant to understand these 
titles aright. I cénsider all grace and mer- 
cy, yea every good and perfect gift as com- 
ing down from the Father of lights. God 
is the source of being and felicity. Salva- 
tion is God’s. He is the origin, the ever- 


a 3. | 


tntenticvis of mercy towards man 3 to seta 


| periect cs: uple of obedience before man : 


and was en tucd with power, wiih wisdom 


and grace to grout repentance, and res os. 
ion of suns 3 andio receacile 466 June 
man to tie practice Of virtue: i ort to 


estore lost maw sud bring bim back to bis 
duty 3 in fine, to bring lem te the belier ond 
enjoyment ef that love ot Gog which was 
always exercised towards him. ‘Thus is 
Christ our Saviour and the great shepherd 
and bishop of our souls. He is the duor or 
inedium of all spiritual good to men, and 
the great agent in reconciling a guilty world 
to God.—EpiTor. 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Chi, VINISM ONTEASHED. 
Ur, Calvinistic principles of Justice, as 
attributed to God, for the foundation of 
His Covenant with Christ, relative to 
the Atonement for sin, and man’s re- 
demption from it, examined, and proved 
to be Unjust. 
( Concluded from page 359.) 
Agreeably to our arrangement, we will 
now conclude this enquiry, by a brief ex- 
position of several passages which «re sup- 
posed to countenance the doctrine of 4 sys 
carious sacrifice. The intelligent reacer 
will anticipate ihe conclusion, having a re- 
cellection cf the preimises ; that is the reda- 
tion which exists between God the Father, 
and mankind his children, which is the foun- 
dation ot all relivicn in man, and which (the 
relation,) necessarily grows out of God’s 
perfections. Upon this foundation a supeg- 
‘ructure is raised beautiful to the eye of 
roo. 8. whose parts are all proportioned to 
the por'octions ofthe Almighty Architect, 
and extut..tiag a © building fly iramed to- 
gether,” for ihe habitation of its Maker 
God. he Foundationis Jesus Ciirist, “the 
Head of every man ;”’—the superstructure 
erecting will constitute, in «is completion, 
every son and davgbter ofthe ‘earthy man,’ 
Adam 5 and the fire of Truth, a divine or- 
deal, prepare and purge all the parts before 





lasting, unchangeable origin of man’s sal- 
vation. God is love and he so loved the 


* world that he gave his Son. The love 4 


God toman (which is the origin of man’s 


they are placed inte the Heavenly fabric. 
(1 Cor. iii. 11-15.) 
Isaiah liii. is the supposed strong hold of 
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the advocates of a vicarious sacrifice. The 
second to the ninth verses, is a truly pro- 
phetic accuunt ofthe consideration in which 
the Jews held Jesus Christ. They despis- 
ed and rejected him. They would have it, 


that the righteous judgment of God inflict-| 
ed upon Christ, for his sins, all the suffer- 
ings which he endured from their malevo-_ 
lence and cruelty. ut, says the prophet, | 
“ he was wounded for (on account of) our’ 


transgressions, (not his own,) bruised for 
our iniquities: the cha.t'sement of our peace 
was upon him; and with iis stripes we are 


healed.” As ifhe had said, Instead of suf- | 


fering for his own sins, we ignorantly put 
the just to death. He came to effect our 
peace or happiness 3 andto show the differ- 
ence between his spirit and our’s, we chas- 
tised, and bruised him, to destroy him; 
while he only sought our good / Our stripes 
were intended for his destruction, but such 
is his love, that he never afflicts but for the 
good of the aillicted. Astonishing contrast ! 
Revenge worthy of the Sen of God! 

See the tenth and eleventh verses. “ Yet 
it pleased the Lord to bruise him ; he hath 
put Aim to grief.” That is, notwithstanding 
the malevolence of the Jews, God, for the 
good of mankind his children, was pleased 
to have his Soncome and_ suffer ; because 
(as the connexion states,) “ when thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin, he sliall 
see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and 
the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hand.” <A glorious reason is assigned. 
His seed is all mankind, the members of his 
body. The pleasure of the Lord, is his 
purpose, “to gather together in one all 
things in Christ.” (Ephes. i. 9, 10.) ‘That 
is, to join, by a living union, all the dead 
members to a living Head! Truly salva- 
tion belongeth unto our God, “ Weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning. In his favor is life. In_ his 
presence 7s fulness of joy ; at his righthand 
there are pleasures for evermore.” 

The prophet continues, (verse 11) “ He 
shall see of the travail ofhis soul, and shall 
be satisfied.” The good to result the mem- 
bers of his body, every man, shall satisfy 
him for all his sufferings. “ By hi#knowl- 
edge shall my righteous servant justify ma- 
nv; for he shall bear their iniquities.”— 
His knowledge shall justify many. (Not a 
few.) Not the pain he suffered ; This was 
a consequence of the undertaking ; not a 
cause of the justification of mankind. How 
many shall be justified? Ans. “ By one 
man’s disobedience many were made sin- 
ners.” (Rom. v. 19.) In the preceding 


verse, it is stated that ald are by offence 
‘condemned. Many and all, therefore in 
| these passages, are used as synonymous 
terms. “ Forheshall dear their INiquities.” 
'A convertible mode of expression with 


Rom. v.19. ‘By the obedience of one 
shall many be made sighteous.” There. 
fore, bearing iniquities, and obeying signi. 
fyihe same. What is the obedience spuk- 
en ot? Aus. The Father sent the Son tp 
save the world. From what? Ans. From 
| sin. The Sou obeyed the Father’s com. 
imand, to come, aud “to finish the trens- 
gression, and to make an end of sins, and 
ito make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness.” (Dan, 
ix.) By obeying this, many are made right- 
eous. ‘The transgression is finished, their 
sins are ended, blotted out asa cloud, and 
remembered no more. ‘Therefore, to bear 
iniquity, is to finish or to make an end of 
it, to blot it ont and remember it no more, 
Sce Matt. viii. 16, 17, where it is said of 
Christ, that he “ bare sicknesses,” when lx 
** healed all that were sick.” He bears in- 
iquities, when he heals the sinner, and jus- 
tifies him by his knowledge ; for itis igno- 
rance of God’s character and purposes, 
which makes mankind mentally sick. 

We therefore find, that Isa. liii, properl 
understood contains not a syllable in sup- 
port of this modern hypothesis ; but is a 
complete confutation of this miserable er- 
ror. 

We have already noticed Rom. v. 19, 
and will only remark, that by disobeying, 
as Adam disobeyed, mankind become sin- 
ners ; and by obeving, through the knowl- 
edge of Christ, they become righteous. 

2 Cor. v. 21. ** He hath made him‘to be 
sin for us who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him.” 
This passage has occasioned, or rather the 
misconstruction of it, much speculation. — 
Hammond renders it, “ sacrifice for sins.” 
Whitby, Doddridge, and Scarlet, render it 
sin-offering. This passage has norelation 
to a vicarious sacrifice, for the reason found 
in the foregoing remarks on Isa. liii. and 
which follow, in our remarks on 

Rom. iv. 25. “ Who @as delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification.” Nowthe whole weight ol 
the argument in favor of a vicarious sacti- 
fice, drawn from the mode of expression 
used, goes to show, that, if Christ died in 
the room andstead of any thing, he died in 
the stead of the sin, or the offence, and not 
in the room of the sinner, the offender. The 
advocates of a vicarious sacrifice have con- 
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tended, that the Greek work rendered for, 
(in 2 Cor. v.21.) signifies “in the room 


and stead of.” Will any man in his sen- 
ses presume to say, that Christ was made 
a sinner in the room and stead of mankind, 
orany part thereof? Christ was delivered, 
according to the prophets Isaiah, and Da- 
yid, to deliver man from sin, to make an 
end of sins. It was on account of man’s of- 
fences that Clirist was delivered. It was 
on account of sin, that Christ’s soul was 
made an offering for sin, to destroy it from 
the universe. 

1 Peter ii. 14, “ Whohis own self bare 
our sins in hisown body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness : by whose stripes ye were 
healed.” An attentive perusal of this pas- 
sage will show its proper signification, and 
remove ail difficulty. Peter sneaks of be- 
ing dead to sins, and being healed. hese 
are consequences, and convertible modes of 
expression. The cause is spoken of, when 
it is sai, of Christ that he bear our sins, 
&c. and by his stripes ye were healed.— 
These also are convertible modes of expres- 
sion. A reference to the connexion, how- 
ever will explain Peter’s whole intention e- 
ven beyond a doubt. See verses 19 to end 
of the chapter, Peter introduces the suffer- 
ings of Christ, i. e. his patient endurance of 
them, as an example for mankind to follow. 
Those who follow Christ’s example are 
“now returned untothe Shepherd and Bish- 
op of their souls.” Those who act con- 
trary to Christ’s example, “go astray as 
sheep.” ‘The healing spoken of, is the re- 
turning to the shepherd, as sheep to the 
fold ; following the example of Christ, who 
was willing to suffer on account of others, 
for their good, and would not resort to re- 
venge, &c. The stripes spoken of, are the 
stripes that are endured on account of the 
unworthy. Christ, says Peter, “when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not.” He bear man’s 
sins, in a twofold sense. First. The abuse 
and cruelty which sinners inflicted upon 
him. Second. He bear man’s sins away, 
removing the sinful disposition from man 3 
which Peter endeavored to do, by introduc- 
ing the exampie of Christ, for his brethren 
to follow. 

The above is sufficient we believe, to sat- 
isfy a candid mind. The Scriptures are 
consistent, and harmoniously illustrate and 
support the great leading truths they con- 
tain ; so that every passage having any re- 


lation to this subject, agree in the particu- | 


lars we have examined. 





We now conclude our remarks, believing 
we have unmasked Calvinism, and exposed 
its deformity sufficiently to enable the hon- 
est and patient enquirer after Truth, to es- 
cape from the thraldom of its abominably 
wicked and crucl principles. ‘The relig- 
iousiy cowardly, who are slaves to the dev- 
vil, and reverence the dogmas of supersti- 
tion and priestcraft, more than the testimo- 
ny of God, by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets, will probably condemn without 
reading. Those who are “ blinded by the 
god of this world,” a very goodly number, 
will, in all probability, be disposed to re- 
ject all arguments and testimony which are 
unpopular, and subject those who receive 
them to the hatred and scorn of the fashion- 
able religious world. But, to all sincerely 
disposed people, who desire to obtain una- 
dulterated truth, and when obtained to prize 
it more than silver and gold, we say, exam- 
ine for yourseives. Let the Scriptures be 
your authority, the reason which God has 
given you, your guide, and never deliberate 
a moment about consequences, when you 
discover an error in your preconceived o- 
pinions, or in the doctrine or creed of your 
spiritual instructors, but discard it, receive 
the truth, and cherish it to the rejection o} 
human systems, creeds and confessions.— 
Remember, always, that “ The fear of max 
bringeth a snare ,” and that God is abund- 
antly able and willing to defend and sup- 
port all who put trust in Him. 





ORTHODOXY. 

This has been aterm of familiar use for 
a succession of ages, and has received the 
blind reverence of all classes, from the high- 
est Prelate, and thence descending to the 
most obscure Layman. 

It has operated as a kind of magic upon 
the minds of men, and from early childhood 
we have been taught to revere the name, 
without being made familiar with its real 
import, farther than being impressed with 
the belief that it involved something too sa- 
cred for the understanding of vulgar minds, 
and too awful to admit of any doubts as to 
the sanctity of its professed inheritor. 

The present however, is an age of inquiry ; 
and men begin te be convinced that the 
cabinet of mystery may be approached and 
its hidden contents be exposed tothe light of 
investigation, without the dread of those an- 
athemas, at which kings and princes once 
trembled upon their thrones. The arro- 
gance which has so long claimed the obse- 
quiousness of the multitude, under the sanc- 
timonious name of orthodoxy, carries with 
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it a less degree of influence, in the same pro- 
portion as the minds of men become more 
enlightened : 
orthodoxy has ceased to become the certain 
passport ts popularity and fame. 

Vie explanation which theological wri- 
ters have given to the term orthodoxy, car- 
ries no definite meaning to the mind, and 
therefore becomes a senseless test. It be- 
comes as indefinite, as the opinions of men 
are variant in matters of religion. ‘These 


remarks are fully justified by that meaning | 
of the term, in w hich all professed christians | 


are agreed. 
it is universally admitted that the term 
orthodoxy siguilies * sounduess of doctrine 
or Opinion in matters of icligion.” 
where is ivat denomination of relivionists 
Which doves not claim tobe sound in doc 
trine ? kivery denomination is orthodox in 
its own estimation, at least—and each de- 
nomination is heterodox ia the estimation of 
others. 
Every sincere and honest christian em- 
braces that system of doctrine which ap- 
pears to him most consonant to the word of 
God, and which best accords with the char- 
acter which he has revealed of himself.— 
Hence it becomes a matter of course, that 
each denomination should feel desirous to 
disseminate their peculiar opinions, and by 
every fair and honorable means to’ prevent 
the spread of what they consider to be er- 
ror. But when professors of religion resort 
to detraction and slander to prevent the 
spread of those opinions which they esteem 
to be heterodox, it is proof to the sober and 
reflecting mind, that they are destitute of 
the most essential parts of the christian char- 
acter—namely, cundor forbearance and 
charity. It indicates serious doubts in 
their minds, whether they can support their 
own favorite views by any fair methods ; 
and at the same time affords pretty clear 
evidence that they are greatly wanting i 
moral honesty. 

When we hear a man railing against his 
neighbor, calling him heretic, infidel, and 
other opprobrious names, and is unable to 
assign any other reason for his conduct than 


Now 


So that the mere profession of 


in the observance of church rites and cere- 
monies 3 but all this only serves to remind 
us of the pertinent address of our Saviour,— 
* Ye strain at a gnat, and swallow a cam- 
el!” 


MIISSZONARY SOCITETIES. 
Bc? The following is from a pamphlet Jate- 

ly published in New Haven, (Conn.) on 
Bible 





the subject of our Education, and 


| Missionary Societics. 

The three great societies originated in the 
same source, with like motives and objects, 
and officered by the same classes of rich ci- 
vilians and proud ecclesiastics. ‘Their pol- 
icy in trading under three firms, is like that 
of many mendicants, who sbilt their clothes 
and their storics three times a day, that they 
may have a treble chance of income. 

The first projectors calculated with great 
certainty, Ist. hat men are very prone to 
buy heaven en any terms, short of those 
proposed inthe gospel. The followers of 
Ananias and Sapphira, who wished to buy 
into the church abound in our land. Hence 
there was a fair prospect of money, the 
main-spring of the new religion. 

2d. That full employ would be given to 
many paper makers, printers, binders, gild- 
ers, treasurers, secretaries, and thousands 
of agents, and that there would be no dan- 
get of opposition from lawyers, physicians, 
merchants, or any other professions of men, 
depending for support on the currency of 
opinions. 

2d. That young men, having the offer of 
an education without expense, and a_ wile 
in due season, and of support for both in 
foreign lands, would naturally become pi- 
ous and zealous in favor of the societies. 
4th. That Colleges, being assured of 
great additions to their number and corres- 
pondent income, might be relied on as a 
sure support. 
Sth. ‘That the Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational Clergy might be relied on for the 
best reasons, none of which are mentioned 
in their annual reports. 
6th. The rich men and great civilians, 





that his neighbor entertains a diferent opin- 
ion of the meaning of sume parts of SCFip- | 
ture from that of his own, we are at once | 
impressed with the conviction, that if it| 
were not for his profession, no man would | 


suspect him of being a christian ; his ‘con- it was provided, in order 


looking for the first offices in our general 
and state governments, would be willing to 
| vield their names and money for the influence 


| | of these great establishments. 


In the organization of the Bible Society, 
to keep priest- 


duct being so totally diferent from that of! craft out of sight, that the Board of Mana- 


the early disciples of our Lord. 


They may | gers should consist of thirty-six laymen, 


indeed hold conspicuous places in the church | and the President and Vice President were 


make long prayers, amd be very punctilious 








laymen ; 


but by a glorious under-current, 














provided in 1 the 9th article of the Constitu- , 
tion, “ every minister of the gospel, who is | 
a member of the Society, shall be entitled to 
meet and vote with the "Board of Managers 
and be possessed of the same powers as a 
manager himself.” This was trap No. 1, 
for catching men, and in it have been eauglit 
most of the orthodox, presbyterian and con- 
gregational clergy of our country, thirty 
dollars tor life membership of each having | 
been paid by the ladies of their respective 
congregations. 

The Minister members thus secured, ' 
would naturally aid in all the important! 
work of drawing monies from the people, | 
not forgeiting the seasons of alarming sick- | 
ness, and the under-laborers would have the | 
task of making and setting minor fraps to! 
catch men. 

The office of director, which might be, 
purchased by a subscription of fitteen dol- 
lars annually, and the office of director for 
life, to be purchased by a payment of one; 
hundred and fifty dollars, were blank offices | 
of honor not subjected to any service what- | 
ever 3 but even this was a second trap to 
catch men. 

Lifeemembership, at thirty dollars, has 
appeared to many /aymen of little faith, 
to be a fair object of purchase, for which 
they are well paid by an annual _publica- 
tion of their names. 

The nitblication of the titles of auxiliary 
societies, with the names of president, sec-} 
retary and treasurer, is a trap of small de- 
mensions, but just fitted for those, who are 
to be caught in it. 

In all the societies there is great reliance 
on the unceasing labors of auxiliaries, all of 
which, after collecting their tithes of mint, 
avise and cummin, are to send the same to 
the mammoth or parent socicty. 

We have already adverted to the trap- 
ping of the societies, and have mentioned 
the plunder of a bed-ticking from a poor! 
woman, and came very near giving some ; 
account of the agency of a reverend mem- | 
ber of the Bible society in Orange, regard- 
ing the last will ofone of his parishoners, 
and we are now induced to give some ad- 
ditional views of the trapping of these soci- 
eties. They verily catch men. 

After every scheme for drawing moncy 
has been practised, resort is had to money’s 
worth, viz, to the produce of Missionary 
fields and flocks, potatoe and pumpkin 
grounds, to stockings, socks, shirts and shir- 
tees, tothe savings from the richness and 
ornament of a wedding cake, to the savings 
of a small boy in the article of butter, and 
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of a man by the disuse of a a neckeloth, a- 
vails of a gold necklace from an indigent 
female, collections at prayer meetings, an 
old handkerchief from an aged widow, the 
avails of charity boxes, old shoes, boots, 
and hats! If any wish to pursue the dis- 
gusting detail, we refer them to the annual 
reports. 

The collection of such articles is oftimes 
better than the collection of money, for the 
articles, being appraised at three or fout 
times their value and thus placed to the 
‘credit of the donors, whose names are of 
course published, may be. supposed to ad- 
vance the donors correspondently towards 
‘the heaven of these Socie ties, which we 
take to be many degrees lower than the 
heaven of believers in the doctrines, and of 
: practitioners in the morals of the New Tes- 
tament. 

In referring to the annual report of the 
stcieties, we find ourselves wonderfully sur- 
rounded by traps to catch men, (see espe- 
cially the 7th report of the Bible society 
from page 147 to page 189, a black list in- 
deed, which we would copy but for its 
length ) 

There is scarcely a populated square mile 
of our country, which is not infested by the 
graceless agents of these. societies, insinuat- 
ing themselves into houses, as tne fibres of 
a cancer do into the human body, and if the 
father of a family will not give, the mother 
many make up the amount of demand from 
her table linen, her spoons or her cheeses, 
and if neither will give, perhaps a son or a 
daughter at school may be taxed for defi- 
ciencies ! 

All this trapping business bears hardly 
onaclass of poor honest people, whose 

leearnings would be, but as a drop of a 
bucket to the ocean, if added ta the wealth 
of the managers of these societies: but the 


objection against such extortions from the 


poor, the meek and the lowly, would be 
partly obviated, if the sacrifices yequired of 
them, were to be made, in fair measure, by 
the lords of the Bible Depository. Do the 
excellencies, the honorables and the rever- 
end doctors living on fat salaries, deprive 
themselves of butter er of neck-cloths ? Do 
their wives and children, forego the use of 
Indian ornaments of jeweller’s gold on their 
necks, ears and wrists ? And do they have 
no parties to consume in a night, enough to 
buy Bibles for the largest county in our new 
settiements ? Alas! the widows and the or- 
phan, the poorest of our poor, are to be told 
by the panders ofthese itistituiions, that they 
must endure the want of all things and must 
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part with their last cent, for that the Crea-| ments of youth are felt no more. Age at 
tor of all worlds can no longer sustain bis | length gains upon him, and he finds himself 
moral government without money, and that | in a calm serene region ; but his hopes unsat- 
it he can,have money or money’s ‘vorth, he | isfied, his powers weakened, and his ener- 
can carry his curse to the ends of the earth | gies destroyed. — Its_ tranquil atmosphere 
util dian Siimadls el dee Git. | destroys every illusion, and teaches him to 
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It is painful to pursue such a subject, be- | see through the dark clonds that had put on 
pa : ¥ cause every view of it exhibits in such o-|adegeiving garb 3 to discern the rocks and 
9 Pa dious colors the trapmen and their emplovy- | shoals in which he had been tossed, and all 

ge ers ; but it is a fact, that, “as a cage is full | the gay wrial nothings which had misled 


of birds, so are their houses full of deceit :, him. He feels the end of all things; that 
therefore they are become great and waxen | joys and pleasures are but glittering shad- 


| 
| 








rich,” 

THE PILGRIMAGE OF MAN. 

Youth is the season when every thing is 
gay and bright before him, when pleasures 
and joys shed their inspiring influence— 
hopes and feelings are sanguine and enthu- 
siastic, and the imagination is deceived by 
its own fair gilding. [very thing appears 
unclouded and blooming before him. But 
the real joys of his condition are slighted 
for the gay anticipations of a fickle nature, 
he neglects to prize what he already posses- 
es pure and unalloyed, for the pursuit of 
that which dazzles ata distance through 
the beams of faise glory. _ The path is mos- 
sy, the sky unruffled, but he skips along un- 
conscious of the softness of the one or the 
mildness of the other. Fame sounds her 
treacherous notes to bear him onward, and 
he leaves his youthful stage to breathe the 
colder air of manhood. In that, he finds 
ardor and enthusiasm dissipating, objects 
appearing less inviting and less pleasing.— 
He encounters difficulties, vexations and tri- 
als ; the light-heartedness of youth is de- 
parting, and he finds all ite fairy visions il- 
lusive and deceiving : yet fortune, with her 
wild capricious hand, scatters some b t 
favors upon him, and the gay triumph® re- 
new and renovate his nature; hope and 
ambition are again in motion, and revive 
his powers and energies ; new schemes 
press him to action and exertion. He struy- 
gles through perplexities and dangers, and 
imagines he wears the armor to shield him 
from the blasts of misfortune and repel the 
attacks of violence. But years steal over 
him and still find him laboring, toiling, and 
hoping,and still dispossessed of what he fan- 
cied already within his grasp ; life and all 
its fluctuations are crowding upon him ; he 
hears the noise of warfare continually a- 
bout him; faculties and powers are dis- 
turbed and wearied ; a few of his strong- 
est and most hardy feelings are still endur- 
ing the strife; but the affections are cut 
down and destroyed, and the little endear- 


| ows, fame a deceiving bauble, and the pos- 
; session of human content an idle dream, 
jand like the wearied traveller among the 
shadows of mountains, prepares for a jour- 
ney to that land that yields less glittering, 
but more true and substantial blessings. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 


ELVIN. 


Far as thy pow’r extends, 
Thy bounty, Lord, is known, 
Boundless as thy dominion is, 
Eternal as thy throne. 


Thy tender mercies, Lord, 

O’er all thy works preside ; 

While countless, wasteless ages roll, 
Thy goodness shal! abide. 


Though sinners in thy sight, 
Yet, objects of thy grace, 
Upheld by thy Paternal care, 
We see thy smiling face ; 


In every glist’ning star, 

In ev’ry circling sun, 

Inev’ry floating cloud that pours 
Its wat’ry blessings down, 


But in thy Holy Word, 

Thy richer glories shine, 

There thy blest, noblest purpose stands, 
Clothed with thy Grace divine : 


The myst’ry, there unveil’d, 

Thy glorious wil! display’d, 

To save our race, from guilt and sin, 
In Christ, our living head. 


We catch the nobler strain; 

We feel the warmer flame, 

And in our grateful hearts erect 

An altar to thy name. J. Frieze. 
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